RAVE against rage

By SARAH SUTTON

ssutton@poststar.com

WHITEHALL ¢ Wearing his
trademark polyester suit and
mop of brown hair, the
International Man of Mystery
himself made an appearance at
Whitehall High School on
Thursday morning, dancing into
the auditorium to the beat of
Gloria Gaynor’s “I Will
Survive.”

But Austin Powers had a
- stern message to deliver to the
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before him as he told the story
of his latest dating adventure.

While dancing at a night club
not too long ago, he said, he met
a woman who promised to date
him if only he would read a
book about feminism.

After reading the book and
watching a movie about how
women are objectified in the
media, he had an epiphany.

“I’'m part of the problem,
baby!”

Just like that, Austin Powers
— his words spoken through

9th- through 12th-graders sitting  actor and anti-violence educator
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Ben Atherton-Zeman — became
a crusader against violence
towards women, joining a grow-
ing number of men fighting to
change the attitudes and cul-
tures that define masculinity.

Among these are Whitehall
High School’s Railroaders
Against Violence Evervwhere, a
group of five young men trying
to spread the word that men are
instrumental in putting an end
to domestic violence.

RAVE was born at the begin-
ning of the school year, when
Principal Kelly McHugh sought
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Anti-violence educator Ben Atherton-Zeman, as Austin Powers, talks to Whitehall students about treating women with respect during a rally Thursday
morning during Anti-Violence Week, organized by the Whitehall High School student group, Railroaders Against Violence Everywhere, or RAVE.

Student group holds
Anti-Violence Week
at Whitehall school

help to end some of the violence
and bullying that occurs regu-
larly at Whitehall and many
other high schools. With the
help of the Domestic Violence
Project and Washington County
Sexual Trauma And Recovery
Services (STARS), RAVE began
meeting regularly and planned
Anti-Violence Week, which cul-
minated Thursday in Atherton-
Zeman'’s performance, “Voices
of Men.”

Anti-Violence Week was an
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